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Larry J. Wilwant was born
December 17, 1938 at
Hallock, Minnesota to Ray
and Olga, (Hartig)
" ~ Wilwant. Ray and Olga
lived in Pembina, North
Dakota.

Larry grew up in Pembina, attending local
schools until he graduated from high school
with the class of 1956. He went on to earn
a degree in Philosophy from the University
of North Dakota.

Following graduation, Larry spent a year
teaching in Los Angeles, California, where
he also spent many hours visiting various
Jazz clubs and functions, seeking out new
musicians. This love of Jazz became an im-
portant focus, which continued through his
life. He loved Jazz and travel. On returning
to Pembina from his California experience,

he farmed with his father until retirement.

Larry became an active member of the
Winnipeg Jazz Society (their token Ameri-
can), where he made many friends and met
Margaret, later to become his wife. During
the 1984 Folkorama in Winnipeg, he served

as the Mayor of the United States Pavil-

ion.

Larry was a strong supporter of the
Pembina community. He actively served
many years on the International Com-
mission for Land and Water Steward-
ship and the Pembina River Basin Board.
Larry knew the situations like no other
and was concerned for the city of Pem-
bina and its flooding problems. He was
also co-chair of the Steering Committee
for the Pembina Community Center

renovation.

Larry passed away on September 29,
2007 at Cavalier County Memorial Hos-
pital, Langdon, ND. He is survived by
his brother Ray and his wife, Margaret.

Larry continued his support of the com-
munity of Pembina through a gift from
his estate which established the Larry

Wilwant Fund as a component fund of.. . .

the North Dakota Community Founda-
tion. The Fund will make grants for
community projects in the Pembina,

North Dakota area.

*Grants will be made only to those organizations des-
ignated as a government entity or a non-profit, tax ex-
empt group under IRS code 501(c)(3). Grants will not

be made to individuals.

*Grants shall be awarded to organizations that serve
the City of Pembina as determined by an Advisory

Board of local residents.

*Grants to religious organizations will be limited to
those activities which are non-denominational and

serve the entire community.

*Grants will generally not exceed $5000 per applica-

tion.

*Low priority will be given to grants requesting funds

for day-to-day operations.

*Applications must be received by March 15th of each

year.
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